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Customs Documents Needed by Country (Top 20) - 2025 Cheat Sheet

Note:
Customs regulations can sometimes change faster than the tides. This guide is designed to give you a
helpful overview, but we always recommend checking with our team for the latest updates before
shipping.

Legal Disclaimer:
Southern Star Navigation provides this resource for general information only and assumes no liability for
changes in import/export regulations or document requirements.

Country Documents Required Special Requirements Helpful Source

Australia
Commercial Invoice, Packing
List, Packing Declaration

Biosecurity packing
declaration needed for sea
freight

Australian Biosecurity Guide

Brazil Commercial Invoice, Packing
List, Certificate of Origin

Import License for many
commodities

Brazil Customs 

Canada
Commercial Invoice, Packing
List, B3 Form

Business Number (RM)
required for imports

CBSA Import Guide

China Commercial Invoice, Packing
List, Certificate of Origin

CIQ inspection for restricted
goods

China Customs Info

Colombia
Commercial Invoice, Packing
List

COO required for FTA
benefits

Colombia DIAN Info

France
Commercial Invoice, Packing
List

EORI number required; VAT
applicable

France Customs Info

Germany
Commercial Invoice, Packing
List

EORI registration mandatory EU EORI Info

India Commercial Invoice, Packing
List, Certificate of Origin

Importer Exporter Code
(IEC) mandatory

India Customs ICEGATE

Italy
Commercial Invoice, Packing
List

Special import license
required for some products

Italy Customs Portal

Mexico Commercial Invoice, Packing
List, Certificate of Origin

USMCA Certificate for duty
preference

SAT Import Portal

https://southernstarnavigation.com/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/goods/timber-packaging
https://www.gov.br/receitafederal/pt-br
https://www.gov.br/receitafederal/pt-br
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/import/menu-eng.html
http://english.customs.gov.cn/
https://www.dian.gov.co/
https://www.douane.gouv.fr/
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/eos/eori_home.jsp?Lang=en
https://www.icegate.gov.in/
https://www.adm.gov.it/portale/
https://www.sat.gob.mx/
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Netherlands
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

VAT deferment possible;
EORI required

Netherlands Customs Info

New Zealand
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

Biosecurity inspection
mandatory for all imports

NZ Customs Info

Peru
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

COO needed for tariff
reductions

Peru SUNAT Info

Singapore
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

Import Permit required for
most goods

Singapore Customs Portal

South Africa
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

SAD500 form required for
customs clearance

SARS Customs Info

South Korea
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List, Certificate of
Origin

FTA Certificate needed for
duty reduction

Korea Customs Info

Spain
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

EORI registration
mandatory

Spain Customs Info

Thailand
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

Import licenses needed for
restricted goods

Thailand Customs Info

United Kingdom
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

EORI + VAT Registration
required

UK Importing Guide

United States
Commercial Invoice,
Packing List

ISF (10+2) Filing for ocean
shipments

CBP ISF Guide

https://southernstarnavigation.com/
https://www.belastingdienst.nl/
https://www.customs.govt.nz/business/import/
https://www.sunat.gob.pe/
https://www.customs.gov.sg/
https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/
https://www.customs.go.kr/english/main.do
https://www.agenciatributaria.es/AEAT.internet/Inicio/_Segmentos_/Empresas_y_profesionales/Aduanas/Aduanas.shtml
https://www.customs.go.th/
https://www.gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk
https://www.cbp.gov/border-security/ports-entry/cargo-security/importer-security-filing-102
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Standard Documents Explained:

Note:
Customs regulations can sometimes change faster than the tides. This guide is designed to give you a
helpful overview, but we always recommend checking with our team for the latest updates before
shipping.

Legal Disclaimer:
Southern Star Navigation provides this resource for general information only and assumes no liability for
changes in import/export regulations or document requirements.

Document Description Key Items to Double-Check

Commercial Invoice Details the transaction between
seller and buyer

HS Code, Correct Buyer/Seller info,
Full description, Currency noted

Packing List Lists all items in the shipment with
weights and dimensions

Total weight matches invoice and
BL, Markings

Certificate of Origin (COO) Certifies the origin of goods for
preferential duties

Matches Invoice, Authorized
signature/seal

ISF Filing US import security filing before
vessel departure

Accurate container stuffing location,
supplier name, HTS code

B3 Form (Canada) Declaration of value and duties
payable on imports

Correct classification codes,
declared currency

📄 DOCUMENTATION
 (INVOICE, PACKING LIST, CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN)
 ➔
 🛃 CUSTOMS CLEARANCE
 (SUBMIT DOCUMENTS FOR APPROVAL)
 ➔
 🚢 OCEAN TRANSPORT
 (CARGO LOADED AND DEPARTS BY VESSEL)
 ➔
 🚚 FINAL DELIVERY
 (TRUCKING TO CONSIGNEE DESTINATION)
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